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The Cage of Confession: On Subject Construction and the Critique of the

Confession system in The Wayfarer

MA Xiqing
Guangxi University, Nanning, Guangxi, China

Abstract: From the perspective of Karatani Kojin's critique of the confessional system in modern Japanese literature, it is
evident that the three main characters in Natsume Soseki's The Wayfarer reveal how the confession system shapes the
subject and its inherent dilemmas. The elder brother, Ichiro, exposes the productive yet illusory nature of the confessional
system. The narrative delays and the narrator's withdrawal reflect the powerful reproductive mechanism of this system.
Although Nao's resistance subverts the logic of the confession system, it fails to establish a new paradigm, instead
confirming the system's closed nature. The narrative experiments in The Wayfarer also resonate with the Meiji period's
state-led disciplining of the subject, providing a unique literary space for understanding the relationship between the

"self" and the "other," and the individual and the state in modern Japanese thought.

Keywords: Natsume Soseki; The Wayfarer; Karatani Kojin; Confessional system
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