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Historical Narration through the Lens of Travel Writing: YuanRen's Pilgrimage

to Mount Wutai

WANG HanZhi? HAN RuiXia!
1.School of History& Culture,Shanxi Normal University, Taiyuan Shanxi;2.Sichuan Normal University,Institute of

Consolidating the Sense of Community for the Chinese Nation, Sichuan, Chengdu
Abstract: YuanRen was an outstanding monk in Japan after the Great Reform, who developed the idea of "round, dense
and consistent" created by his teacher ZuiCheng. During the Huichang period of Emperor Wuzong, he traveled to the
Tang Dynasty and studied Buddhism for ten years. When he returned to Japan, he brought back a series of Buddhist
rituals and books that were not available in Japan, and was elected as the third generation of Yanli Temple. During the
period of seeking the Buddhist rituals and books in the Tang Dynasty, he solved the doctrinatory problems of the Tiantai
School in Japan, and during the period of seeking the Buddha dharma for nearly ten years, he wrote a book, Record of
the Journey to Seek the Buddhist rituals and books in the Tang Dynasty, which recorded a lot of contents about the
Buddhist scenery, people's life, political struggles and Buddhist policies in China, which is a miniature of the chaos and
decline of the whole late Tang Dynasty. If the relevant parts of the Buddhist pilgrimage are taken as the main sources, we

can get a glimpse of the Buddhist picture centered on Wutai in the Middle Tang Dynasty.

Keywords: Tang Dynasty;Pilgrimage;YuanRen;Travelogue
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