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Supreme Passion and the Return of the Soul: The Narrative Transformation and

Emotional Transcendence of Buddhist Thought in The Peony Pavilion

SUN Jiaping, GUO Ying
Jieyang Open University,Jieyang, Guangdong, China

Abstract:By integrating core Buddhist doctrines such as prat 1 tyasamutp d da-§ G nyata (emptiness of dependent
origination), the harmonious unity of the Two Truths (satyadvaya), and karma and rebirth (karma-samsara), Tang Xianzu
creatively internalized them as the narrative logic and philosophical core of The Peony Pavilion. On the narrative level,
he transformed the passive mechanism of karmic retribution into an active "causality of passion," thereby shifting the
motif of resurrection from religious salvation toward individual spiritual liberation. Philosophically, drawing on the
theory of the Two Truths, he mediated between secular ethics and the transcendent perspective of emptiness, employing
the paradoxical verdict of "paternal virtue mitigating sin" to allegorize the awakening of subjective emotion. In cultural
terms, his approach of "realizing emptiness through passion" (jIqing zhéngkdng) subverted the Confucian ritual order,
accomplishing a transformation from religious allegory to humanistic epic. In this process, "passion" (qing) was endowed
with a quasi-ontological force, becoming an active medium that traverses life and death, reverses fate, and illuminates
emptiness, while Buddhist doctrines shifted from an external narrative framework to an internal philosophical support,

together constituting the profound intellectual tension of The Peony Pavilion.

Keywords:The Peony Pavilion; Tang Xianzu; supreme passion (zhiqing); emptiness of dependent origination; harmony

of the Two Truths; narrative transformation
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